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To Do Good? 


1. Mail a card to the sick. 
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2. Visit those who are ill or shut in. 
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3. Visit those who are new members of the church or have moved into the 
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community. Invite them to the service. Make them feel at home. 
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4. Help make the church a friendly church. Speak to the visitors before 
speaking to a friend. 
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5. If you drive a car, bring some one who might not have a way otherwise 
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to come to the worship. 
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6. Tell your neighbors of the church, invite them to come to church with! 
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you. Perhaps you might arrange for the minister to study with them. 
7. Read and study your Bible daily. 


8. Read to someone who is unable to do so himself. 
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9. Avoid making unjust criticisms, but give words of encouragement to all. 
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10. Be in Bible school on Sunday. Bring someone else. 
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THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


News and Notes 


Notice: The Board of Directors of 
Lutheran Publishing House will meet 
at 9:30 a.m. on January 19, 1953, at the 
Lutheran Publishing House. 


Peete cer ae RN Ga ace (TE SoU Mee Tae 
The District of the UELC 

The synod to which you belong is 
called the United Evangelical Luther- 
an Church. It is spread from coast to 


coast, from Canada down to Indiana 
and Oklahoma. 


It is divided into 9 districts. The At- 
lantic District with 2626 baptized mem- 
bers, the Illinois with 2798, the Wis- 
consin with 10,257, the Minnesota with 
6393, the Iowa with 10,255, the North 
Dakota-Montana with 2463, the Nebras- 
ka with 5324, the Pacific with 5611, and 
the West Canada District with 1514. 

This makes a total of 49,241 baptized 
members. 


The fastest growing district is the 
Pacific District which includes the 
states of California and Oregon. 


The members from the different dist- 
ricts are primarily interested in their 
own district. The members of the oth- 
er districts are also interested in their 
sister districts. We therefore asked the 
president of each district to write about 
his district. Some of these articles ap- 
pear in this issue. Other articles will 
appear in later issues. 


The Nebraska Town and Country 
Conference will be held at the Agricul- 
tural College in Lincoln, Nebr., Janu- 
ary 21 and 22. All pastors and lay- 
men are invited to attend. Outstand- 
ing church and agricultural leaders 
will be speakers. Pastors Oscar Enge- 
bretson (ELC) and Ervin Malm (Aug- 
ustana) will be the Lutheran speakers 
on the program. A Lutheran denom- 
inational dinner will be held at the 
new National Lutheran Council Stu- 
dent center on the evening of the 21st. 
Rev. Engebretson will also speak at 
this event. 


Easton, Calif., Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Rev. O. V. Magnussen, Pastor. 
We are happy to report that after 
rather a severe illness, Pastor Magnus- 
sen has been able to return to the pul- 


See ees 


pit and take charge of worship ser- 
vices. At a harvest festival in Novem- 
ber approximately $1,700 was raised 
for the General Expense Fund of the 
church. December 2nd the congrega- 
tion celebrated its 64th anniversary 
with a birthday dinner in the Parish 
House. Over $1,800 in cash and pledges 
was received for the benefit of the 
Building Fund. We have enjoyed a 
blessed Christmas season with Sunday 
School program on December 21st, ser- 
vices on Christmas Day, and a Danish 
Christmas service on December 26th 
with Pastor Engskow as guest speak- 
er. “Kaffebord” and a short program 
of readings and musical selections was 
enjoyed in the parish house. The 
Leaguers have visited many of the old- 
er people and shut-ins during the holi- 
day season, singing Christmas carols. 
Now the holidays are over and we are 
looking forward to another year of ser- 
vice for the Lord. (Corr.) 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mrs. Magda Wiemken, the widow of 
Pastor Henry Wiemken passed away 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Hel- 
ene Benson, in Oakland, California, on 
November 25th. She was born in Ger- 
many 76 years ago. Her childhood and 
youth were spent there. She was a 
graduate of the Brecklum Bible School. 
Together with her husband she was in 
charge of an orphanage for Armenian 
children in Asia Minor and served as 
Inner Mission worker in Germany 
prior to coming to the United States. 
In Oakland Pastor Wiemken served as 
pastor of the Havenscourt Lutheran 
Church, and organized the St. Johns 
Lutheran Church and served as its pas- 
tor until his death. 


Mrs. Wiemken came to Easton short- 
ly after the death of her husband in 
1938, and made her home with her 
daughter, Mrs. Christine Rosendahl. 
During her residence here she was af- 
filiated with the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church and had endeared herself to all. 
After the war Mrs. Wiemken, deeply 
concerned about the plight of the Ger- 
man people in war torn areas, gave 
generously of her time and means in 
sending food and clothing to the needy. 
Her zeal for the cause encouraged and 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN. Official Organ of the 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


published 


weekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


P, A. Magnussen, Business Manager. 


Subscription price: 


1 United States and Canada, $3.00 per year in advance; foreign countries, $\| 
All communications that concern the Editorial Department, news items and books to be reviewed should be sent to the editor at Spencer, I 
Everything pertaining to the Youth Department should be sent to Rev. Homer Larsen, 1004 Locust St., Atlantic, Iowa. 


January 19, 19 


inspired others. She was quiet, uns 
suming, an ardent follower of the Lo1 
and her testimony was borne out in’ 
life dedicated to His service. May tl 
Lord bless her memory among us. 


Falmouth, Maine, Rev. J. Magnusse 
Pastor. Last year at this time we hé 
nearly completed our new chancel— 
looks more lovely than we had expe c 
ed! It represents lots of hard work: 
and I guess what seems to be true 
every congregation is also true here) 
the same faithful few are _ there | 
“pitch in”? weekly. Now, the men hay 
finished a new Sunday School roo 
down in the newly finished baseme;} 
—also we have a small room ma 
with facilities for making coffee al 
serving lunches, so much easier to e 
tertain a small gathering in the bas| 
ment than heating the big Parish hou 
in the winter. 


Rev. Magnussen asked the congre 
tion to contribute in a special envelos 
on Christmas besides the regular Chrik 
mas offering, to help defray the 
pense of painting the interior of t} 
church—since we have been bi 
working and paying for other ne 
sary work. The offering netted 0¥ 
$400. Our pastor and all of us wé 
very happy over the results. Afteil 
business meeting and the committee} 
two—Mr. Howard Petersen and I] 
Christian Smith reported their calls} 
various contractors, it was decided? 
accept one of them, they to start wo} 
probably next week. 


Our congregation has grown, twen' 
five new members added—and thi 
have been eight adults confirmed. Gj 
Sunday School also has grown in m i 
bers. The Christmas concert was 
excellent one, with a big attendan , 
parents and friends. Coffee, sai 
wiches and cookies were served to { 
A truly wonderful sight, these hari 
little folks, happily observing the bil 
of Christ Jesus, with song and rec# 
tions, carrying a present or two fr) 
teachers and friends! 


A choir of twenty-four voices, 5 
sented a Christmas cantata under | 
direction of our organist, Mrs. Hail 
Aaskoy, the piano accompaniment jj 


Mrs. Fred Endicott. The cantata 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Editorials and Comments 
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YOU CAN HELP YOUR MINISTER 


a the congregation does determines how much the 
astor grows 
‘Let us assume that your church has found the right 
inister, the minister who in the providence of God can 
come a truly great minister for a great church. Con- 
der the ways in which you can help him to become a 
eat minister. 
Give him an opportunity to preach. While we look 
ith wonder at Paul’s saying about the foolishness of 
reaching, it is indeed a significant and important task. 
sut great preaching is an interactive matter. There can 
no great preaching from the pulpit unless there is 
reat listening in the pews. We must share in the pro- 
sss. The minister’s finest effort, the fruit of his pro- 
onged and prayerful study, will fall flat if the congrega- 
on is not alert and eager, and if the people do not come 
rith a sense of great expectancy that is truly from God. 
rive to your minister then a receptive and hungry con- 
regation, a pliant congregation, that is eager to find and 
sady with deep consideration to follow the will of God 
‘hen they find it. Give him freedom to preach the truth 
s God gives him insight to see it. A minister must not 
= bound by the prejudices of people who already have 
1eir minds made up unchangeably about what the will 
“God is. The minister can do his best preaching when 
= knows that his people come expectant and hungry, 
fith pliant and open minds, and that he has absolute free- 
om to preach the truth of God as he sees it. 
‘We must give the minister time to prepare his sermon. 
minister cannot be at his best and cannot contribute 
wreat preaching ministry if his mornings are interrupt- 
_ time after time by the jangling of the telephone, by all 
mts of inconsequential demands on his time. His morn- 
3s ought to be free five or six days a week, to spend in 
#2 study uninterrupted, with ample time for prayer, 
ading and the preparation of his sermon. 
Then, too, we must give the minister an opportunity to 
.ow the needs of the congregation. Some preaching is 
9 much like attempting to heal sore eyes by squirting 
#2 medicine out of a third-story window in the hope that 
me of it will reach the eyes of passers-by walking be- 
w=. But if a minister’s preaching in his parish is to be 
ally effective, he must know the individual needs of his 
ple. This means then that we must share our prob- 
ms and needs with him. It means that we must go to 
m with our problems, that he must become so well ac- 
sainted with the congregation that he knows the spiritu- 
[hungers and desires; the areas where the congregation 
strong, the areas where it is weak, the points at which 
rr understanding of the gospel and its implications is 
zzy, and the points at which we have a clear and work- 
lle understanding. 
His preaching will become more and more effective as 
brings the vast rich treasure of the gospel to bear upon 
of our needs. 


It is impossible to overemphasize the great importance 
tthe Sunday worship service for it is here that the min- 
=r brings the finer fruits of his study, the inspired pre- 
ration that he has been making through the week. It is 
re that he expects to deal in the awful privacy of the 
pit with many of the deepest problems of life, problems 
at we may be reluctant to touch upon even in private 
nversation. But here as he brings the word of God to 
» people they will receive it as rays falling from heav- 

Therefore, it is obligatory that every member of the 


‘to be their minister. 
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church will make the Sunday worship hour a first claim 
upon his life, for it is in these golden hours that the tone 
and color of the whole week of our life is determined. 
This is the highest and most important hour of the week. 
Let us go then that our minister may preach to us and 
lead us in great and vital worship. . 


Let your minister truly be your pastor. From birth to 
death he is your minister, he will understand your needs, 
he will help to deal with your problems. Call upon him 
in your hours of need. When sickness comes, you will be 
just as sure to call upon your minister as you will upon 
your doctor. He has no magic eye that he can tell when 
people are sick without someone telling him. Call upon 
him too in your occasions of joy. When a couple builds 
a new home they will certainly want to invite their min- 
ister to share in a service of home dedication. All of the 
young people will come to him for premarital counseling 
and will expect him to officiate in their great hour of joy 
as they make to each other their vows of fidelity and love 
in marriage. Call upon him when trouble comes. He is 
equipped and spends much time in prayer and prepara- 
tion that he may meet your needs in the time of trouble. 


A young Negro minister in New England lost his wife 
in a sudden tragic accident. Crushed by the tragedy, his 
faith ebbing, he did not know which way to turn. His 
prayers did not bring help or comfort. Finally, he went 
to New York and called Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, ask- 
ing for an interview. Dr. Fosdick, when he found the 
man was in trouble, invited him to come at. once. They 
srent several hours together and afterward the young 
man went out with his shoulders back and a smile on his 
face and he said, “Do you know what that man of God 
did for me? He took all the stars that had fallen and put 
them back in my sky one by one!” That is the function 
of a true minister. 


Let your minister serve the children. It is his desire 
He ought to have opportunity to 
get acquainted with them all to learn to know them by 
name, to share in their problems, for their problems are 
just as great as adult problems are to us. Let him dedi- 
cate your little children as you bring them to the house 
of God to present them before him. Let him minister to 
them in the Sunday school, in the vacation church school. 
Be sure that he has an opportunity to see them when he 
comes to your home. I know of no higher ordination 
than for a little child to say when he sees his minister 
walking down the road, “That is my minister.” I know of 
no hand laid upon the minister in ordination that seems 
more profoundly the hand of God than when a trusting 
little child puts his hand into the:hand of the minister 
and says, “You are my minister.” | 


Let your minister also serve youth. Young people to- 
day are pulled by many conflicting claims and voices. 
Your minister must have timé to spend with the young 


people, to spend a week or two every summer ministering 
in young people’s camps; to go to their youth fellowship 
meetings, to see them play in their high school games, to 
go to the functions where they are working together in 
the program of the church. If they can come to him with 


their problems and know that they find sympathy and 
help, then he can truly be the minister to the young 
people. So let your minister truly be your pastor in ey- 
ery age from childhood to old age. 


(Concluded on page 6) 
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Christmas in Retrospect 
BY C. Scriver Kloth 


“But when the time had fully come, God sent forth His 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law.”—Galatians 
4:4, 

Once again Christmas has come and gone, and I am just 
wondering to what extent we have been impressed with 
its meaning. It seems strange that men could go through 
so much celebration and not be conscious of the wideness 
of God’s mercy, its height and depth, and yet I wonder. 
Is Christmas perhaps a momentary sentiment fanned by 
the flames of memory and renewed celebration? Is it 
perhaps just a rehearsal of wornout phrases become ha- 
bitual but without any real significance to our souls? 
There is a big difference between being caught momen- 
tarily by a beautiful sentiment and then being startled 
and aroused and held by a tremendous fact. There is al- 
so a big difference between words that inspire the heart 
to adoration and words learned with parrot-like effi- 
ciency but without any soul penetration. Perhaps it 
would be good to stop just once more and think about 
what happened when God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, think until the things that 
have come to pass burst with new freshness and power 
upon us. 

Christmas was not a sudden thought on God’s part. “In 
the fulness of time.” For centuries time had been filled 
with the divine plan and purpose of sending this heavenly 
Son into the world. The prophetic voice was age-old as 
it spoke with ever increasing clearness of the Christ who 
- was tocome. Along with it went the moral and religious 
preparation of a people called the Chosen People by 
whom God could send forth His Son to dwell among men. 
There were other preparations. God made of one lan- 
guage the whole Roman world and placed all men under 
the Roman sceptre, so that when His Son did come, and 
there was a Gospel to proclaim, the bearers of the Good 
News could go and make disciples of the nations. When 
Christ was born, roads crisscrossed the empire and men 
everywhere could understand a man like Paul because 
everyone spoke the same language, Greek. 

But of what significance would these careful prepara- 
tions be, timed for a right moment to serve the Incarna- 
tion, if Christ in coming had not found in Jew and Gen- 
tile alike a real need for His coming, a need that only He 
had the stature tomeet? Here is certainly the greatest dif- 
ficulty God ever faced among men, and still does, to get 
men to see that they need this Christ He allowed to take 
their form. They need His religion, come down from 
above and sent on its way through preaching. They need 
His ways, which are true and righteous always. 

The world into which Christ came was in a state of 
moral and spiritual degeneracy. One writer reports that 
all people were interested in was bread and circuses, a 
full stomach and a good time. Perhaps they couldn’t be 
blamed because life was without adequate inspiration to 
noble living. Pagan gods and pagan ways, both unbeliev- 
ably corrupt, could hardly be better substitutes for just 


feasting and having fun. New cults, many from 
Orient, made their appearance, but they disappeared a 
failed to capture the heart. Philosophy, which is said | 
be the last resort of all foundering minds, tried to gai nik 
following, but who can be satisfied with the learned b 7 
shallow probings of the human mind? Lecky, the hj 
torian, finds the world into which Christ came in the 
ness of time in a state of empty desperation, ready for t| 
change the God-man was to produce. He writes, “On ’ 
sides, and to a degree unparalleled in history, we fir 
men who were no longer satisfied—thirsting for belig 
passionately and desperately seeking for a new faith.” | 
was time for a change. i 

It was no different among the Jews. There too, the 
was the desperation of moral and spiritual emptine} 
True, there were the devout people who were waiting Jj 
the consolation of Israel. But what did they get out | 
their blind and stuffy church where priests were me 
interested in making the temple a den of robbers than 
house of prayer? ‘Besides many people just forsook 
religion of their fathers and many more merely clung | 
by uninspired habit. Religion was dull. The sense} 
authority was gone. Instead of the altar the flesh 
came the guiding star for many, the many who becatj 
publicans and sinners, who even in their lust were neak 
the kingdom of God than the formalists who had form cf 
no God. “Behold publicans and harlots go into the 
dom of God before you.” 

It was a desperate, discouraged world, into which G) 
sent His Son in the fulness of time. Need was ripe a 
that is God’s best opportunity. The Gospel was to he} 
a difficult time in the world but nevertheless a succe 
ful time as it spread through the whole empire God bi 
cemented together just for this moment. People wd 
ready to listen. “The common pople heard Him glad]; 

What difference has this hearing made? Has © 
world felt the presence of the Son of God? Wew 
have lived so long under the power of the Christian G 
pel little realize how Christ, entirely apart from the char} 
wrought in His followers, has influenced thinking a 
living for the better. Evil is abroad with its devastati 
power. But the whole Western world would be far md 
degenerate had not Christ sent forth the savory influer, 
of those who are the salt of the earth. The very preser 
of Christians is salutary beyond comprehension. 

An ancient writer specifically mentions how A.D. y 
different from B. C. His words should make us real 
what a debt we owe to the Christmas experience for g 
ing us a better world to live in. He writes: “The work 
Jesus reveals itself among all mankind where commu 
ties of God founded by Jesus exist, which are compos 
of men reclaimed from a thousand vices. And to this ¢ i 
the name of Jesus can produce a marvelous meekness 
spirit and complete change of character and human 
and goodness and gentleness in those who have hones 

(Continued on page 16) | 
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dinal Segura Asks Suppression 
-rotestant Literature 


fadrid—Pedro Cardinal Segura y 
nz, Archbishop of Seville, issued a 
coral letter calling for suppression 
Protestant “propaganda” literature 
ch he described as a “horrible 
sue.” 


ardinal Segura said Protestant book- 
and leaflets being distributed in 
in were “like little infectious mos- 
toes conveying the germ of a dead- 
rlague.” 
‘e warned Catholics against “under- 
mating as inoffensive” the Protest- 
propaganda. 
Ihe Cardinal demanded that such 
rature be suppressed “in accordance 
1 existing Spanish laws.” He ap- 
led to the Catholic Action organi- 
on to cooperate in checking it. 
The distribution of Protestant book- 
and leaflets, being carried out op- 
vy and profusely, is proving very 
mful,” said Cardinal Segura. 
2 some booklets, he added, the 
we’s authority had been “insidiously 
ked’” and Catholic priests sland- 


e cardinal quoted a letter sent him 
(a priest who stated that Spanish 
estants now numbered only one 
cent of the population but were in- 
ising daily. 


an Communists Intensify 

paign Against Protestant Youth 
rlin—A demand that high school 
ials in East Germany expel all stu- 
s “opposed to the (Communist re- 
”” was made here by Freie Deutsche 
nd, Communist youth organization, 
cs weekly ongan Junge Welt (Young 
*Id). 

st German Communists have been 
king Junge Gemeinde, Protestant 
th group, for several months, de- 
uding its disbandment as “an illegal 
d peace-disturbing organization 
ing for the American intelligence 
ice and aiming at undermining the 
0. J.” 


view of this campaign, observers 
» suggested that the new F.D.J. de- 
d probably heralds a forthcoming 
‘ial ban on Junge Gemeinde in East 
any. 
sserting that forces “which take a 
ile attitude toward the just cause 
r people” are working throughout 
| Germany, the Communist youth 
said that “the religious mask 
= groups use to cover up their sub- 


versive activities is the so-called Junge 
Gemeinde.” 


A long list of alleged “incidents” was 
cited by the paper to prove its charge 
that the Evangelical youth organization 
is “trying to undermine the unity of 
East Germany.” 

It said that the Junge Gemeinde is 
calling rallies, catechism classes and 
Bible-reading gatherings at the sched- 
uled hours of F.D.J. meetings “in an 
attempt to keep young people from ful- 
filling their democratic duties” and 
that Protestant pastors and youth lead- 
ers “agitate against the F.D.J. and the 
State” at Junge Gemeinde meetings. 


Stalin Gives An Opening 


Does Stalin want peace, either in Ko- 
rea or in the cold war? Probably not. 
With things going as they are, why 
should he want to see the world situ- 
ation altered? At the time his gener- 
alized answers to the four questions 
asked by James Reston of the New 
York Times were being published, 
France was in another cabinet crisis, 
Britian had just announced that it must 
cut down its rearmament program, 
Chancellor Adenauer was asking for a 
“strong” U. S. high commissioner at 
Bonn to help him out of a jam, France 
was threatening all sorts of dire even- 
tualities if more help was not forth- 
coming in Indo-China, NATO was 
floundering, and rumors were spread- 
ing in the United States that more 
troops would be required in Korea. 
Seen against this background, no won- 
der Stalin’s “peace offer” was greeted 
with little hope and much skepticism. 
Mr. Dulles, who was placed in the 
strange position of having to act like a 
secretary of state without being one, 
was quite right in replying that if Sta- 
lin had any “concrete proposals” he 
could place these before the incoming 
administration through ‘diplomatic or 
United Nations channels.” He thus un- 
derscored the vague nature of the Rus- 
sian peace feeler—if it was a feeler— 
and at the same time reminded Stalin 
that he is a member of an international 
body for the settlement of disputes 
which he has persistently sabotaged. 
But is the matter to be left there? Is 
Communist propaganda to spread Sta- 
lin’s words and Mr. Dulles’ chilly 
comment as uncontested evidence to 
the world that communist desire for 
peace meets only discouragement? Why 
should not the new administration, as 
soon as it is actually in office, take ad- 
vantage of the opening Stalin has given 


to go all out in telling the world of its 
corresponding eagerness for a settle- 
ment? If this did no more than lay 
bare the emptiness of Stalin’s “offer’’, 
that would be a gain in the propagan- 
da battle. And if our response made 
plain Stalin’s indifference to the role 
of the Chinese and North Koreans, that 
likewise would be effective propagan- 
da.—Christian Century 


Thunder Storm 
Still Supreme 


The recent explosion of an atomic 
bomb off the Austratlian coast in the 
South Seas has caused a great sensa- 
tion, writers hunting the dictionary 
through for extravagant words. Man 
can do great things in science and, 
without doubt, the bursting of an atom- 
ic bomb is an amazing achievement. 
However, a thunderstorm, which is re- 
ligiously interpreted in the Twenty- 
ninth Psalm, releases more energy than 
fifty Hiroshima-type A-bombs. The 
work done against the atmosphere by 
an average thunderstorm cell has been 
measured for the first time by Dr. Ros- 
coe R. Braham, meteorologist with the 
University of Chicago. He finds that 
one thunderstorm cell does work equal 
to 260,,000,000,000,000 calories. There 
are about four to six cells in a thun- 
derstorm. The Hiroshima A-bomb re- 
leased about 20,000,000,000,000 calories. 
When it is considered that in a day of 
a disturbed ether there may be multi- 
ple thunderstorms, the amount of en- 
engy released is incalculable. The A- 
bomb is a weapon of destruction, the 
full effect of which has not yet been 
measured. Years later, we are told, ill 
effects may be felt. A thunderstorm, 
however, renders great service in clear- 
ing the atmosphere and in bring down 
to the earth the fresh air of the strato- 
sphere, making life more tolerable and 
nature abundantly fruitful—Watch- 
man-Examiner. 


When we spend as much on mission- 
aries aS we spend on brave Marines; 
when you and I give as much for broth- 
erhood as for battleships; when we 
spend as much on Bibles as on bombs; 
when we are as alive to spread the 
Gospel of Christ as the Communist is to 
spread his cause; when we put first 
things first, then God will relieve us of 
this burden, and we will be on our 
way. 


Louis H. Evans in THE KINGDOM 
IS YOURS (Revell) 
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IS THE MISSION WORK OF OUR SYNOD THE WORK OF OUR WOMEN? 
By Helen Danielson 


One would almost be tempted to think so, as we realize how 
much of our mission work in our Synod is being carried on by 
the women? ‘ 

Too, in my travels this summer, I found that in some of our 
churches the missionary wasn’t asked to speak to the congre- 
gation as a whole, but to speak to the women of the church. 
(Thank God there were not many such cases). ; 

Is our mission work a woman’s task? I know we will say, 
no. It certainly is not. It is the work of our church. Our 
mission work is a part of the great task God has given us to 
evangelize the world. Yet, we find the missionary society of 
the church is a small group of women. They usually meet 
once a month and study the different mission fields. The 
congregation as a whole very seldom ever study them. 

A pastor once said: “I’ll never have a W.M.S. organization 
in my church. My mission society is the whole _ congrega- 
tion.” If I were a pastor, I’d say the same thing. Not because 
I’m opposed to such a society. Thank God for our W.M.S. 
organizations. But I’d like to see the whole congregation the 
Mission Society. If they wanted to meet once a month, then, 
on Sunday nights and study all our missions as a congrega- 
tion, then the whole congregation would grow mission mind- 
ed, and would eagerly back our mission work. How much 
more couldn’t we do as a congregation, if each month when 
we meet to study a particular mission, that as a congregation 
we gave an offering for the particular field studied that night. 
And at the same time receive knowledge of that particular 
field. We would soon find, I am sure, that one Sunday night 
a month would not even be enough. As we dedicate one eve- 
ning to the study of our home missions, another to our inner, 
our school and our different mission fields. 

One thing that has been most interesting to me here at 
Miami is to see how the churches here carry on Mission 
weeks. This applies to the Lutheran church as well as to the 
reformed. The meeting continues every night for a week. 
With a different speaker and a different field studied every 
night. Couldn’t such a week also be profitable in our Synod? 
For example, one night could be dedicated to our Home Mis- 
sion work, another to the Inner Missions, another to Oaks, 
Dana College and the different missions. Our people would 
soon become acquainted with the work of our Synod, as well 
as interested in it. 

Does our mission work when studied only by a few women, 
become a side issue in our churches? Isn’t there a danger that 
the mission work of our church, when not on the budget, be- 
comes only a hit and miss affair? Of course, we have to meet 
the budget. Then if anything remains, missions get it. Or if 
there happens to be a few deaths, a few gifts are given in 
honor of the dead. Can such a system be pleasing to God? 

I have been asked in my travels, “do you think our missions 
should be on the budget?” And I have always replied, “if 
our churches and pastors realized their responsibility to the 
mission fields it wouldn’t make any difference.” But how 


EE STD Ie IED PETS RE a EN TO IT SE AT, ES 


YOU CAN HELP YOUR MINISTER 
(Continued from page 3) 

Let him minister to the community. 

He ought to represent the church, speaking for right- 
eousness and conscience and goodness in the community. 
When one thinks of the tremendous influence of John 
Frderick Oberlin in his sixty years’ pastorate in Walds- 
bach, in the Vosges Mountains, and see how the entire 
community life was changed, one is impressed by the tre- 
mendous importance of a minister sharing in the total life 
of the community. He must be interested in schools, in 
the recreational facilities which the community offers, in 
the community organizations, which meet some phase of 
the needs of the people. He must be interested in politics, 
not as a politician, but in helping to bring “thus saith the 
Lord” into every round of the community life. The min- 
ister will be concerned about those who are out on the 
fringes of the community. He ought to have time to vis- 
it and to discover unchurched people and to minister to 


many of our congregations do? I have checked through th 
gifts given to missions the past two years by our congrega 
tions and must say I was more than shocked. I would blus! 
to tell you how many of our congregations met their missiol 
quota of $1.60 per confirmed member. In fact the majorif; 
of the gifts never come from congregations at all, but fron 
some W.M.S. or Ladies Aid, or the gifts given in honor of th 
dead or some loved one who has passed away. o 

Again, I ask you, isn’t our mission work the work of th 
church? Doesn’t it matter to us that our mission work is | 
hit and miss affair? Doesn’t it matter to us that it is a wo 
man’s work? + 

Is this the reason too, we have so few pastors on the mis 
sion fields? 2 

Just think of the mission work we could carry on if even 
one of our churches met our mission quotas also? 
wouldn’t have to say, “No, we can’t call more pastors to th 
fields white unto harvest, as we have no funds.” t 

Have we done our part for the hundreds and thousands wh 
have never heard? 3 


WITNESS OF A JAPANESE STUDENT 
In my house there are three other college boys and someé 
times I talk with them about life and religion. But after 
have done so, I always feel deep discouragement. They ng 
only disagree with my ideas about faith in God, but eve) 
laugh and sometimes get angry. 
And then recently another classmate of mine visited m# 
He was a jgood Christian boy with a strong character. But] 
was greatly shocked to learn he had given up his faith. H| 
said to me that the great people are those who live cleverl 
and take advantage of others. 
After that I wished to live by myself for a while. I 
no wish to meet with friends in my school any more. I wan 
ed to live quietly alone, just believing in God. a 
But then one day I remembered the voice of God. He 
“Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute yo} 
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great} 
your reward in heaven, for so persecuted they the propheij 
which were before you.” And then I realized that, even 
the whole world were against me, God will still give me heh 
and strength. | 
_ Now I realize it is not right for me to try to live by myse} 
In quiet peace away from others. I think it is my duty # 
pray and talk to my friends about the Gospel. I think IT a 
G SUE SS e oy to He seen aay to avoid the jeers of other 
must try to love them and help them. For the 0) 
sheep, loved by God. ¥ diss Bs 4 
As I look toward my future life work, I have decided I m 
push myself forward, to live with and work with people. TH 
weed needs men who will work in the social problems 
people. 


| 
| 
‘| 

their needs. | 
Your minister too will be interested and concerned il 
the larger life of Christendom and of the communiti 
Within reasonable limits he must have time to attend cor 
ferences, to go to the district and annual conferences 
the church. The church must make it possible for hit | 
to do so and to participate in the district, regional anf 
Brotherhood program. More and more, we are con a | 
to see that our church is a part of the whole world-wid | 
body of Christ, and our minister, therefore, must havi 
opportunity to have fellowship and to share in the p d 
gram of interdenominational agencies. Every chure}: 
and minister must work out a satisfactory agreemel 
about how much time he may spend in the wider asv aft 
o raerntae! but let us be sure that our minister de i 
ave the opportunity to minister i ii) 
beyond the doors of our church. pare as rar 
*This article by Edward K. Ziegler in the Gospel Me). 
senger is very timely just now. ij 


j 
| 
; 
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The Atlantie District 


By Viggo J. Petersen, President of Atlantic District 


‘he editor of THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN has asked 
to write an article on the above subject. Whatever is 
, forth in this writing is my own personal opinion re- 
ting from observation through the years of service 
‘e. The undersigned has served as District secretary 
four years and is now in his second year as president. 
me opinions have been collected in these years and ob- 
vations have registered in one’s mind. 


There are some people in the middle west and far west 
o do not realize the extent in territory which is includ- 
in the Atlantic District. Just to give all a fair idea of 
- difficulties because of distances between congregations 
ase permit me to give you these few figures. Only 
) congregations or parishes are close together. They 
- approximately seven miles apart. But either one of 
m that desires to go to its next neighbor has over one 
idred miles. And that is the least distance from any 
» of the other congregations to its next neighbor. We 
re three congregations in New York state but they are 
arated from each other by one hundred sixty miles. 
= congregations in East Canada plus one congregation 
w served by DKU in Denmark have still greater dis- 
zes to overcome. 


secause of these distances there is fellowship between 
parishes only once or twice each year.. Our congre- 
_ons have become individualists. That is not a vice, 
while it may be considered a virtue it isn’t what 
xes for unity between all the parts of a District. There 
hardly be any doubt as to the hindrance in growth 
erically and also in growth spiritually, because of 
of fellowship between the congregations. : 


s far as our Synod-work is concerned our Church has 
at work here in the East for over seventy years. Not 
ongregations have been in existence that long. Asa 
ict organization we have been working for over fifty 
s. Not all congregations are that old. There have 
other congregations that are no more. 


day as we look at numbers we can count only 2626 
ized members and 1723 confirmed members. 
very much to boast about after seventy years. And 
less now than it was a couple of years ago. There are 
r Lutheran congregations here in the East that are 
two hundred years old. And in spite of that the Lu- 
an Church is thought of as a foreign Church by our 
ds of the reformed Churches. Not any of the Luth- 
Synods here can show the rapid growth that is evi- 
in the West. There is a reason for that. Briefly it 
s: Lutherans from the middle-west are not moving 
as fast as they are moving west. There is a differ- 
=, too, between the new housing areas in the East and 
new housing areas in the West. Until the last very 
years, people here in the East wanted to live in the 
-s where the factories are located. Now things have 
-n a change, all people wish to live away from the 
s so they move out by the hundreds but they do not 
e farther than they can still keep the church connec- 
that they had before. There are exceptions, for 
., but the general rule is as stated above. 


aur view of Home Missions and Foreign Missions is 
rent than that in the middle west and far west. As 
sated above, we are individualists as congregations, 
‘therefore it is difficult for us to see why we should 


= 


That . 


give to Missions that are hundreds and thousands of miles 
away. : 

To start new missions here in the East may mean to 
start without more than one or two families that have Lu- - 
theran background. To expect to organize’ a congrega- 
tion with the name Lutheran written on it is next to im- 
possible except after a long hard grind of teaching and 
preaching that may require from five to ten years. That 
is very true of the New England states. 

It begins to look as if some of those things may change: 
in the course of ten or twenty years, because people are 
moving more now than formerly. Surely it is safe to be- 
lieve that Lutherans are moving here in the East, too. 

It would be a good thing for our Atlantic District to 
have a new congregation spring up within its boundaries 
that could be the special care of the Atlantic District. It 
would surely be a new inspiration. It could also serve 
to awaken new interest in our special charge. 


What has been written must not be interpreted to say 
that nothing is being done for the progress of the King- 
dom. All our Pastors and congregations are serving in 
their communities. The Word is being sown and the 
Sacraments are being used and we are certain that God 
will honor the efforts of all His faithful servants. 


We have great opportunities in Canada because of the 
great number of immigrants from Denmark. Our Pastors 
are doing what they can to serve them and to tie them in 
with the Church, but that has its obstacles too. 


In closing permit me to make a comparison of distances 
between our parishes here in the Atlantic District. Sup- 
pose there were two congregations in the area around 
Springfield, Ill., and the next one in Milwaukee, Wis., the 
next one at Ames, Ia., and another one at Minden, Nebr., 
another at Clay Center, Kans., another at Lawrence, 
Kans., and another at Carthage, Mo., and another at St. 
Louis, Mo., and not another one of our congregations in 
between. And your headquarters would be New York 
City. Do you seee what it means? 


THE WISCONSIN DISTRICT 
By Cornelius Hansen 

As we look back over 1952 in the Wisconsin District, 
we think of God’s work as it has been carried on in 23 
congregations with a baptized membership of more than 
10,000 souls, of which nearly 7,000 are confirmed mem- 
bers. Up to the present time, the congregations in the 
District have required the service of 17 pastors; but, be- 
ginning with 1953, the services of 18 pastors will be need- 
ed. As we enter the New Year, we do not have the re- 
quired number of pastors. There are four vacancies, 
namely, Milwaukee, Washington Island, Oshkosh, and 
the Shennington-Warrens parish, where the additional 
pastor for the District is required. 

Besides the pastors doing congregational work, there 
are three additional pastors of the Synod in our District 
carrying on institutional ministry. Pastor E. R. Ander- 
sen is serving as a Lutheran Welfare hospital chaplain in 
Racine. He has also been of much assistance to us dur- 
ing some of the recent pastoral vacancies. Pastor Laurits 
H. Pedersen is stationed at Waukesha in U. S. govern- 
ment service as a Veterans Administration hospital chap- 
lain, and Pastor L. Gudmund Pedersen holds a similar 
position at Tomah. 
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This past year, the District Convention was held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church on Washington Island, Septem- 
ber 11th to 14th. About 175 delegates and guests came 
to the Island for the convention. This was a much larger 
number of visitors than usual. Every congregation in 
the District was represented. The Island was interesting 
and had its attraction, and the people there were very 
good to us. All the sessions and meetings, including the 
prayer meetings that preceded the evening services, were 
well attended. 


Looking back over the year 1952, note may be taken of 
some developments and changes that have taken place. 

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation in Oregon completed 
the construction of a beautiful new brick church, which 
was dedicated on October 19th. The old church had 
been torn down to make room for the new one and the 
parsonage was moved and remodeled. 


The Emmaus Lutheran Congregation in Racine recent- 
ly completed transactions on the sale of its present 
church property to the Western Printing and Lithograph- 
ing Co., a large firm which is expanding in nearly all di- 
rections in that neighborhood. Plans are now being 
made for the erection of a new church and parsonage 
on a large tract of land in the northwestern part of the 
city purchased about a year ago. 

At the close of the old year, Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in Racine was preparing for its drive for funds 
to be used in the erection of a new church on a building 
site on which the congregation already has one building, 
a former mansion, which was remodeled a few years ago 
so as to provide parsonage quarters in addition to the par- 
ish hall facilities. 

A new set-up has recently been arranged in the Camp 
Douglas-Shennington-Warrens field. An E.L.C. congre- 
gation in New Lisbon asked our District for pastoral ser- 
vices in conjunction with the Camp Douglas congrega- 
tion. Pastor Sidney E. Jorgensen has accepted the call 
to serve in the Camp Douglas-New Lisbon parish and has 
moved from the parsonage in Shennington to a house in 
Camp Douglas, which has been rented as a parsonage. 
The agreement in that this newly formed parish is to be 
served by an U.E.L.C. pastor living in Camp Douglas. 
The parish is self-supporting. The congregation in Camp 
Douglas was recently notified that it was the benefactor 
of a legacy of $9,000.00 from the estate of a former mem- 
ber. The money will probably be used either for the 
expansion of the church or the erection of a new parson- 
age. The Shennington and Warrens congregations will 
continue to receive District mission aid and a call for a 
new pastor is being extended. 


At the last convention, the District promised support 
to Kingo Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, so that the pas- 
tor’s salary would be equal to the present salaries of syn- 
odical home mission pastors. The church and parsonage 
are now located in one of the most beautiful residential 
sections of the city. Here we have a promising and chal- 
lenging field, but we are still looking for a pastor. In my 
opinion, Milwaukee is the mast strategic mission obliga- 
tion confronting the Wisconsin District. 

Good progress has been made in the two youngest 
home mission fields in the District, Brooklyn and Pewau- 
kee. In Brooklyn, where a beautiful little church was 
built the previous year, the work is growing and getting 
better established under the leadership of Pastor R. O. 
Berthelsen. In Pewaukee the newly organized congrega- 
tion, Galilee Lutheran Church, has moved its services into 
the town hall, which was once a Wisconsin Synod Luther- 
an Church. The work is under the leadership of Pas- 
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tor Thorvald Hansen. The Sunday School has an enroll- 
ment of 62 pupils and the adult attendance has been as 
high as 79. 

A number of changes in the pastorates took place dur- 
ing the course of the year. The following pastors moved 
away from the District: Rev. Aster E. Neve, Rev. C. & 
Kloth, and Rev. Lyle Paulsen. After a prolonged illness, 
death came to one of our faithful pastors, Hev. Elmer 
Christensen at Green Bay. Rev. Lawrence Siersbeck 
was installed March 16th at Kenosha and Rev. Harold) 
Larsen at Green Bay on September 7th. Rev. Frank Niel- 
sen is moving from Oshkosh and is to be installed at) 
Clinton on January 4th. 

Last spring all congregations in the District were vis-| 
ited in the interest of foreign missions by Rev. and Mrs.) 
Victor Bagger from India and Miss Helen Danielson from| 
South America. Miss Maya Winther from Japan visited) 
some of our churches during December. On August 10, 
Pastor and Mrs. Jack E. Jacobsen were commissioned as 
missionaries to Africa at Immanuel Lutheran Church inl 
Racine, home congregation of Pastor Jacobsen. 

The District had its annual Bible Camp in July at Spen- 
cer Lake near Waupaca. In November, the Luther 
League held its annual convention at Shennington with 
140 young people in attendance. Recently the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the District assumed the paying of 
the salary of Miss Helen Margaret Jacobsen, missionary, 
in Nigeria, Africa. 


THE GREAT NORTHWEST IN 752 


By Edwin Petrusson, District President 
North Dakota-Montana District 


We are too close upon the year to appraise it in terms 
of the Kingdom. Even when we are able to get a bettel 
perspective, there will always be that which is beyong 
our knowledge. For who can even faintly comprehend 
the fruit of the Spirit’s work through the means of grace! 
the Word and the Sacraments? And who can remembe 
all the evidences of love and devotion in words and ac4 
tions and sacrifices of God’s people? . 

Numerically the North Dakota-Montana District ik 
small when compared with those of the midwest. Ot 
congregations are widely separated. While there has no} 
been phenominal growth, ther has ben a steady increase 
in membership even during those years when hundred 
of the families of our churches moved farther westward 

The District meeting was held in Kenmare, N. Dak. 
June 26-29. Pastor Alfred Jensen, who had served a: 
District President for seven years, requested the delegate} 
not to consider him a candidate for re-election. Likewis¢ 
Mr. Peter Steffens, who had served on the District Boare 
in the capacity of treasurer for twelve years, withdre 
his name from among the nominees. The Board is no 
composed of the following: Pastor Edwin W. Petrussor 
President; Pastor Alfred V. Andersen, Vice Pres., Mi 
Kzra Larsen, Treasurer, and Mr. Andrew Dynnesen. Pas 
tor Ole Larsen was secretary until recently when he moy 
ed to Dickson, Alberta. ; 

Three resolutions from this meeting are of more tha 
local significance. $1,000 was given to the Church Es 
tension Fund of Synod. This sum was to be used in th 
Red Deer field, West Canada District, should a congreg 
tion be established there. If no congregation is organi 
ed in Red Deer, this amount is given the Church: Exten 

ion Fund unconditionally. The Convention went on re 
ord as favoring synodical resolutions to process all mi 
sions, including District missions through the Home Mi 
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on Board. See Yearbook 1952 pp. 222. Because of a 


rplus in the treasury the Convention also voted a sub- 
antial sum for Foreign Missions. 


Our District gives financial support to the Bible Camp 
ich now is a cooperative venture with the E.L.C. at 
ping, N. Dak. Most of the congregations were well rep- 
sented at the camp. On the faculty from UELC last 
mer were: Dr. Paul Nyholm and Pastor John Schultz. 
e present Bible Camp Committee is composed of two 
mbers: Pastor Silas Larsen and Ernest Madsen. 
Liberal financial assistance is also given the District 
anday School Committee. This past year two teachers’ 
stitutes have been held, one at Camp Epping. The oth- 
_ Was sponsored by our congregations in the Flaxton, 
Dwhells, Norma, and Kenmare areas. Eight Monday 
renings beginning in October were devoted to Practical 
tEsiss, History of the Church, and Bible Study (Epistle 
James). Pastors Silas Larsen, Johan Petersen, and 
_W. Petrusson made up the faculty. The enrollment 
as over 60. Most of these had a perfect attendance rec- 
)d. District Sunday School Committee: Pastor Johan 
stersen, Mrs. Lynn Elliott, and Miss Marie Andersen. 
'Under the very able leadership of Pastor Silas Larsen, 
ir District Luther League has successfully sponsored 
mee ventures: The L. L. Convention in Bowbells, the 
istrict-wide Rally in Dane Valley, and the L. L. Train- 
27 School in Minot. 
| ee reports received, the following paragraphs reflect 
ew of the many items which may be of interest. Two 
:stors left the District this fall. Pastor Ole Larsen has 
pne to Dickson, Alberta, Canada, and Pastor Peter Vam- 
an to Swan River, Manitoba, Canada. To the congre- 
-tions in Westby, Montana, Pastor Ejvind Nielsen is 
rming from New Brunswick. We are happy also to re- 
prt that Pastor Kenneth Petersen, now in Northfield, 
tinnesota has accepted the call to Luverne. We look 
wward to the arrival of these brethren to our District. 
om Sidney, Montana comes the good word that about 
wty-five souls, not counting the children that have been 
uptized, have been added to the Pella congregation. A 
-w Moller Pipe Organ was installed in August at a cost 
nearly $8,000. The total indebtedness of this congre- 
ution now stands at a little more than $9,000. The beau- 
“ul church and parsonage just dedicated three years ago 
»st $125,000. At the annual meeting, Pella congregation 
nected a committee to study and prepare plans for an 
lucational building. An increase in the pastor’s salary 
kas also voted. 
‘It is reported that the Brorson congregation (Sidney, 
ontana) voted major improvements on its church prop- 
ty. This congregation also granted its pastor a goodly 
screase in salary plus a bonus for the past year and a 
wnsiderable sum for car expense. 
‘News from Froid, Montana is good news. While noth- 
eg in the report from Pastor Alfred V. Andersen makes 
rnsational reading it gives cause for gratitude. Attend- 
nce at all meetings is good. Especially gratifying has 
sen the response to Bible Study evenings last winter and 
e Lenten services. No major improvements have been 
sade this year in the physical plant. During the past 
r years, however, a new parsonage has been built, and 
« electronic organ, hearing aids, a church bell, new oil 
mrner have been added to the already beautiful church. 
[In Bowbells and Flaxton the services and activities also 
ar witness of a busy and consecrated parish ministry. 
astor Johan Petersen writes that a greater number of 
3 people have come to the Lord’s Table than in any pre- 
ous year in the history of the congregations. Drought 
.d hail reduced crops to a meager harvest, “but,” con- 


‘border. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 9 


tinues Pastor Petersen, “the work of the Church marches 
on.” The construction of a water and sewer system in 
the town of Flaxton has made possible great improve- 
ments in the parsonage. Open house at the parsonage 
a few weeks ago revealed not only a fine modern bath- 
room but extensive remodelling and interior decorating. 

The congregation at Bowbells was host to the Luther 
League Convention last summer. Two much appreciated 
additions to the church this year were: an electronic or- 
gan dedicated last Easter and the placing of an electric 
range in the kitchen. The Sunday School enrollment 
during the year passed the 100 mark. 

Pastor Johan Petersen also serves the Community Lu- 
theran Church at Northgate which is on the Canadian 
This is a Home Mission congregation. Here a 
faithful work is being done. ‘lhe moving of several fami- 
lies during the past two years has been a trying experi- 
ence. It is evident that we can use an additional pastor 
in this great plains area. 

From Trinity and Zion, Kenmare, N. Dak., the annual 
report retlects not only the accomplishments and aspira- 
tions of these congregat.ons but the devoted ministry of 
fFastor Silas Larsen. Several memorial gifts have been 
given the ‘lrinity congregation—a large aitar Bible, chan- 
cel chairs, and a lectern. Notable improvements have 
been made at the parsonage. A garage and utility room 
were added to the northwest corner of the parsonage, an 
addition much appreciated by the pastor and his family. 
Sunday, October 19, the monument erected to the mem- 
ory of Jens Dixen, pioneer lay preacher and teacher, was 
dedicated. ‘The many gifts making possible this worthy 
memorial came from all parts of the country in grateful 
remembrance of this man of God. The beautiful and 
massive stone monument stands on the site of the Bror- 
son Folk High School. The festive day of the dedication 
wiil long be remembered in the annals of the congrega- 
tion. 

In the Nazareth congregation, Kenmare, North Dakota, 
where the writer is pastor, this has been a sobering year 
marked by the mercies and goodness of God. Here as 
in the other congregations members have been added as 
the Word of God has been preached and taught and the 
Sacraments administered. But who can summarize in a 
paragraph a year in a Church? When we write of wor- 
ship services, Baptisms, Communions, fellowship, grow- 
ing stewardship evidenced in balanced budgets, liberal 
surpluses, debt retirement, and concern for the work of 
the Kingdom, we sense somehow—God is at work in 
our midst. Thanks be to God! 


WEST CANADA DISTRICT 
Home Mission Opportunities in Canada 


When the undersigned was in Blair, Nebraska about 
ten years ago, attending Trinity Seminary he encounter- 
ed a number of “well informed” Americans who supposed 
that we Canadians had scarcely outgrown our igloos, 
snow shoes and dog sleds. We would like very much to 
invite these, our friends, to Canada this “winter.” For 
while Californians were digging themselves out of the 
snow, we Albertans were basking in sunshine and mild 
weather, feeling quite elated because our province was 
living up to its name, “Sunny Alberta.” 


And while our friends are here we would like to show 
them around a bit. We would of course take them to 
Banff and Jasper National Parks to feast their eyes on 
unsurpassed, unspoiled natural beauty. We would drop 
in at Calgary, the “Cow Town,” nestling peacefully in 
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Bow River Valley, splitting her seams and sprawling over the 
north and south banks. Her original trading posts and hitch- 
ing rails are now fond historic memories and in their places 
lies a modern city boasting more automobiles per capita than 
any other Canadian city. Calgary is pushing her boundaries 
in all directions. In 1939 she had a population of approxi- 
mately 83,000—in 1952 approximately 140,000. There are 
26,000 Americans living in this fair city and like it. 


There will not be time to stop at all the fine towns along 
the line as we travel two hundred miles north to Edmonton, 
the capital city of Alberta. Oil discoveries in the Edmonton 
area and development of airway traffic over the north route 
has made Edmonton an important and world known center. It 
is at present the most rapid growing city in Canada, increasing 
her population by a thousand per month. She also had a pre 
War II population of approximately 85,000, but today she 
boasts of nearly 200,000. Large industries are building up in 
this northern city. 


What is true of Alberta is also true to lesser or greater ex- 
tent in all of Canada. Frontiers are constantly being pushed 
northward in a phenomenal development of previously un- 
known and almost limitless natural resources and consequent 
expansion of industry. Immigration has also reached an all 
time high. Canada stands almost alone as the one great hope 
of millions of refugees, of whom almost 50% are Lutherans. 
Recently Canada’s Prime Minister St. Laurent predicted a 
population of 40 millions by the end of the century. Making 
allowance for natural increases and losses our political lead- 


ers estimate the need of 225,000 immigrants annually for the 
next 48 years to reach that figure. No one knows if this will 
be realized, but barring another world war or economic de- 
pression a steady flow of immigration can be expected for 
years to come. 


What does this mean? To the capitalist it means more 
money. To the government and nation it means more people 
and accompanying problems. To the church it means more 
and more souls—precious souls bought with the blood of 
Christ who need His saving Gospel. Urban communities are 
springing up without adequate service from the rural com- 
munities. New and greater Home Mission opportunities are 
presenting themselves. 


We cannot escape asking ourselves, What can and will the 
Lutheran Church do for the souls of these people? Are we 
going to neglect these our fellow Lutherans? Are we going 
to leave them to the care of other churches which in many 
respects will ‘be strange to them? Are we going to leave 
many of them to drift away from God and the spiritual heri- 
tage they received from the Lutheran Church? 


Or are we going to heed the admonition of Our Risen and 
Living Lord, “Feed My lambs . . . Tend My sheep.” We be- 
lieve that the Lutheran Church in Canada now has the great- 
est opportunity in Canadian history before her. But she needs 
the strengthening hand of parent bodies in the United States. 
This is particularly true of smaller bodies in Canada, such as 
our own. May we look to you all to strengthen our hands 
by intercessory prayer and unstinted assistance in order that 
we may capitalize on our opportunities to do mission work 
in our growing nation. We are grateful for manifestations of 
your genuine interest in the past and confident that it has not 
been in vain. May God continue to bless our beloved Synod 
in 1953 and whatever future lies ahead. May Christ, the Lord 
of the Church find us all faithful when He returns. 


OUR SYNOD’S YOUNGEST CHILD—TRINITY UNITED EV. 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, RED DEER, ALBERTA 
By A. N. Morek 


The budding little city of Red Deer is strategically located 
half way between Calgary and Edmonton, where the Red 
Deer River intersects Canadian highway No. 2. It is sur- 
rounded by rich farming country. During the last decade 
it has nearly doubled in size to a present population of ap- 
proximately 7200. a 


Last February a petition came from a group of Lutherans in 
this area for the West Canada District to begin a community 
Lutheran work in their city. After prayerful consideration 
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we presented this petition to the Board of Home Missions a 
its annual meeting in early March, and were granted permsi- 
sion to investigate the field and serve the people temporarily 

The Orange Lodge Halli was rented for Sunday evening ser 
vices, and when Rev. E. Pedersen, Calgary, who was privi; 
leged to conduct the first service, came he found over forty 
enthusiastic people waiting for him. Since I was the closest 
pastor to Red Deer, I carried on the services. Student Al/ 
bert Rasmussen was called to do survey work and conduct 
service for the summer months. The District Board offered 
to pay half the travel expenses and half of the salary if the 
group would assume the other part and supply the Rasmus- 
sens with living quarters. They gladly assumed this obliga- 
tion and the Rasmussens began work on June Ist. It was a 
great encouragement for the group to find that they could 
raise their share of the money needed through offerings and! 
voluntary gifts without solicitation. 5 


The Rasmussens received a warm welcome wherever they 
went and the finest co-operation in the work. By the end of 
summer about 100 families were contacted and placed on the 
mailing list. Before returning to seminary Rasmussen organ- 
ized a Sunday School with five classes, including an adult 
Bible class. This Sunday school has an enrollment of oveI 
40 and teachers chosen from the group are carrying on an ad- 
mirable work without pastoral assistance. We were present 
at the Christmas program and were impressed by the effici- 
ency and sincerity of the Sunday School staff. ; 


On September Ist I again resumed the Sunday evening 
services — began to teach an adult class and signed up pros- 
pective members. We soon sensed that these people were 
eager to band themselves together into a congregation. So we 
requested permission to organize when we had fifty confirm4 
ed members signed up. Our Executive Secretary, Rev. K. M 
Matthiesen visited the field in October.. He spoke at a ser: 
vice and outlined the procedures that the group ought to fol- 
low in its development. 


December 14th was chosen for the Service of Organization 
All preparations were prayerfully and carefully made in or 
der that it might be a blessed day, rich in memories for all par- 


filled to capacity. Rev. Ole Larsen, Dickson was guest speak- 
er in place of Rev. E. Pedersen who was unable to come. The 
service also featured roll call of prospective members, bap- 
tism of one infant and one adult and confirmation of four 
adults. After the cnfirmation service the District president 
declared the new organization, Trinity United Ev. Lutheran 
Church duly constituted with 51 confirmed and 85 baptized 
members. % 
After the close of the service the Ladies Aid of the new 
congregation served a fine fellowship lunch and the organiza- 
tional business session followed. The constitution was adopt- 
ed—necessary resolutions were passed to bring the congre. 
gatin into formal existence and the first church council wa 
elected. Resolutions were also passed to request the Boar 
of Home Missions to adopt the congregation for assistance and 
apply. ae seperate “ie Pome etisaae A wonderful spirit pre- 
vaile roughou e day and we sensed the pre ist 
the Lord of the Church with us. proseuse Ch’ 


Trinity United Ev, Lutheran Church is beyond a doubt the 
most cosmopolitan congregation in the West Canada District, 
It consists of people of English, Irish, Scottish, German, Ice- 
landic, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Latvian backgrounds, 
with no one nationality predominating. It is a real melting 
pot and in every sense a community Lutheran Church. z 


This new congregation needs a resident pastor 
praying that God will call the right mienie It aap Ss needa 
church, The hall used at present is both unattractive and in- 
adequate. Some money has been promised by individuals 
and by the North Dakota- Montana District. We trust that 
there are enough people in our District who are sufficiently 
interested in Home Missions that the needs of this field may 
be met and the dreams of the people realized. We hope that 
you will all remember this new mission in your prayers. _ 


A. N. Morck 
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AUGUSTINE 

By Kirby Page 

Dne of the deepest cries ever to come 
»m the human soul was this fervent 
lamation from St. Augustine: “O 
»d, thou hast made us for thyself, and 
hearts are restless until they find 
it in thee.” 

ugustine was born in 354 in Ta- 
te, North Africa, in a province now 
t of Algeria, forty-two years after 
Roman Emperor Constantine had 
epted Christianity. His saintly 
ether Monica has become a symbol 
‘the nobility of motherhood. His fa- 
sr, until he became a Christian late 
his life, was a lusty pagan. Through 
= support of a wealthy friend, Aug- 
‘ine was able to study in Carthage, 
2 gay Paris of the time, where he 
r said “debauchery bubbled round 
_ like a frying-pan.” He formed an 
gular union with a nameless young 
an, with whom he lived for thir- 
n years, and who bore him a son. 
this heritage and experience, it is 
xy to understand Augustine’s prayer 
ater life: “Lord, make me holy, but 
. just yet.” 

t the age of thirty-three he was 
uinely converted to Christianity, 
baptized on Easter Eve, 387. Four 
urs later he was ordained to the min- 


ENVY 


By Jay Henry King 


O cruel Envy, could thy power be seized, 
And banished from the human heart, how much 
Of sin and discord would the world be saved! 
How peacefully would children of one blood 
With one another dwell and honor worth, 
Which often in their fellows is revealed; 

Tis not injustice makes us discontent, 

Nor honor shown to those who earn reward, 
So much as Envy rampant in the heart, 

Which veils from view the worth of noble souls, 
And magnifies the littleness of self. 

The poor by poverty are not made mean, 

The rich by gain are seldom satisfied, 

For discontent and envy rule the heart. 

More than contentedness and gratitude. 
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istry. In 397 he became auxiliary bish- 
op of Hippo, and soon after became the 
bishop. He became the foremost theo- 
logian of Christendom and wrote vol- 
uminously. 

His Confessions became one of the 
most influential books ever published. 
It has been said that this is the first 
genuine autobiography in all literature. 
It is an utterly frank record of the 
searchings of a human soul after God. 
It is characterized throughout by a 
sense of deep humility. If a saint is “an 
enthusiast for goodness, who enjoys 
holiness as the artist enjoys beauty,” 
the Bishop of Hippo deserves to be 
known as Saint Augustine. Next only 
to St. Paul, he became the most influ- 
ential figure in the history of the 
Christian church. —Gospel Messenger 


COUNTER ACTIVITY 

While shopping in the five-and-ten, 

I’ve learned to my chagrin that when 

I know just what I want to buy, 

A clerk is somehow never nigh. 

But, on the other hand, I’ve found 

That when I’d like to look around 

Before I make a final choice, 

A salesgirl with a pleasant voice 

Will shortly have me ill at ease 

By asking, “May I help you, please?” 
—Richard Wheeler 


SINGING CHRISTIANS 

Why do Christians give so much at- 
tention to singing? One third of the 
time they spend together in worship 
they are engaged in song. Every church 
meeting is opened and closed with 
hymns. Churches buy song books be- 
fore they buy pews. They buy pianos 
before they build steeples. 

Weddings have always been celebrat- 
ed with song. Before the sermon is the 
song. Many funerals have been con- 
ducted without sermons, but few with- 
out songs. An evangelistic invitation 
is never as effective without songs. 


Christians sing because it is their 
nature. Annie Russell, in her song, 
“Wonderful, Wonderful Jesus”, has a 
phrase for it—“In the heart he im- 
planteth a song.” When Jesus comes 
into the heart, he brings a song with 
him. When we sing, it is really Christ 
singing in us. 


The melody is within the heart be- 
cause Jesus is there. It is on the lips 
because his presence must be told. 
Others hear and they sing too. A hymn 
is love and faith in search of other 
singers to join in God’s great chorus of 
believers.—Albert McClellan in Bibli- 
cal Recorder. 


In the course of a hot-tempered tele- 
phone conversation with a high-power- 
ed executive, a harried junior execu- 
tive was moved to remark: “Take it 
easy, will you? If you’re not careful 
you'll get ulcers.” 


To which the executive snarled back: 
‘I don’t get ulcers. I give them.” 


“T don’t understand the difference 
between direct and indirect taxes,” a 
puzzled wife told her husband. 


“Tt’s about the same thing,” he ex- 
plained briefly, “as you asking me for 
money, and going through my pockets 
at night when I’m asleep.” 


It was late at night. The taxi pulled 
up to the curb and McPherson got out 
and began fumbling in his pocket. At 
last he handed the driver a coin. 


“I have known gents what give a bit 
over,” grumbled the taxi driver. 


“Aye,” said McPherson. “That’s why 
I asked ye to stop under a lamp.” 
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THE MASTER'S TOUCH 


Travelers have long gone to visit the cathedral at Fri- 
bourge and to hear the old organ there. The old verger 
would show the people through the church, and then he 
would climb to the organ loft and play a few simple 
strains, all that he knew. 

One day when he did this a young man followed him 
unseen. When the simple old man had played his little 
strains, the young stranger stepped forward and asked, 
“May I play?” 

“No,” the old man answered, “no stranger’s hands are 
permitted to touch the organ; only the great master and 
myself are permitted to play.” 

“But if you will let me play for a moment, I will act un- 
der your direction, and it can do no harm.” 

Reluctantly the old man consented, and the stranger 
sat down at the organ. Soon the melodies began to pour 
forth as from an unseen world, and all through the 
church the people stopped to listen to such music as they 
had never heard before. The old verger stood lost in 
wonder, as one who dreamed. 

When the music was ended the old man gasped, “Who 
are you?” 

The young man answered quietly, “I am Felix Men- 
delssohn.” 

For years afterward the old man would describe the 
beauties of the cathedral to its visitors, tell them of the 
organ, and then he would always say: “But you should 
have been here the day that Mendelssohn played. It 
seemed as if the very windows of heaven were opened, 
and such melodies and such symphonies as I never ex- 
pected to hear this side of the eternal world poured forth 
from the old organ; and, think of it, foolish man that I 
was, I almost prevented that master of music from pour- 
ing forth his soul in the organ that day.” 

So it may be that Christ has entered the secret cham- 
ber of your heart. Unseen He has stood by and listened 
with sympathy while you have tried to play your simple 
little strains, and now He pleads that you will but let Him 
touch the keys to your soul and He will fill your life with 
music celestial; His life He will pour forth in you, through 
you, until all those around will stop to admire, not so 
much the instrument, as the One who plays. 

Do not turn Him away. Do not refuse the greatest 
blessing that can come to mortal man. He will change 
your life of discord into one of sweetest harmony, where 
love and joy and peace shall forever sing together. 

—North Shore Baptist 


DEATH IS BINGO PRIZE 

The master of ceremonies whirled the prize wheel on 
the stage of the Rivoli Theater in Berkeley, Calif., and 
from way up in the balcony came the voice of a woman, 
calling out “Bingo.” 

The woman was told to come on down and claim her 
winnings. Excitedly, she started, but collapsed before 
she reached the half-way point. She was rushed to the 
hospital, but was pronounced dead on her arrival. 
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HOMER LARSEN, Editor 


She was not yet twenty years of age, married and hac 
ason. She was under treatment for a thyroid condition 
The assistant theater manager said the prize money 
would have been between $2 and $5! “That was nothings 
to get excited about,” you say. Perfectly true, but hu 
man nature reacts strangely under certain circumstances 
Just the fact of being winner ina game, even withoul 
monetary reward, has been enough to induce extreme e 
citement within many a breast. 
How little, if any, advance notice death gives of its fa 
tal approach! Just a little excitement over a bit of priz 
money was all it required in this instance. In many oth 
er cases it was a simple slip of the hand or foot, a bit o 
carelessness or foolishness, a moment of drowsiness or 
misunderstanding. 
How true as the poet has said: 
Death rides on every passing breeze, 
He lurks in every flower: 
Each season has its own disease, 
Its peril every hour!” 
To be forewarned even in this general way is to be fore 
armed. And the arming against death is a persona 
knowledge of Him who died for us, even the Lord Jes 
Christ. 
The “sting of death” is gone for those who sincerely be 
lieve that “Christ died for our sins,” and “rose again fo 
our justification.” For a believer to die, as the Apos 
Paul points out, is to be absent from the body” and b 
“present with the Lord.” (II Corinthians 5:8) 
When the Lord presented Himself as the Resurrectio: 
and the Life, He said: “he who believes in Me will live 
even if he dies.” (John 11:25 Moffatt) 
The person who can say: “For to me to live is Christ, 
can also say: “and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21) 


I MET THE MASTER 
I had walked life’s way with an easy tread 
Had followed where comforts and pleasures led, 
Until one day, in a quiet place, 
I met the Master face to face. 


< 
! 


With station and rank and wealth for my goal, 

Much thought for my body, but none for my soul, | 
I had entered to win in life’s big race, | 
When I met the Master face to face. 


I met him, and knew him, and blushed to see 

That his eyes full of sorrow were fixed on me. 
I faltered and fell at his feet that day, | 
While my castles melted and vanished away; : 


Melted and vanished, and in their place 
Naught else did I see but the Master’s face. 
And I cried aloud, “Oh, make me meet 
To follow the steps of thy wounded feet.” 
My thought is now for the souls of men; 
I have lost my life to find it again, 
E’re since one day in a quiet place 
I met the Master face to face. 
—Anonymous 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

(Continued from page 2) 

\ Carol Fantasia” by Ellen Jane Lor- 
iz, this was on Sunday, December 28. 
ew Years Eve we had a watch night 
Tvice—a very pleasant evening, with 
program of piano and violin solos 
1d remarks by Rev. Magnussen. Vio- 
n solos by Miss Ruth Aaskov, who 
as at home for the holidays from her 
udies at Augsburg College, Minne- 
90lis, Minn. She also asSisteq with 
ie cantata. Then we saw a wonder- 
ul picture “All That I Have” which I 
nm sure left an indelible impression on 
ir minds. Refreshments were then 
‘rved. Then at eleven-thirty we went 
Ostairs to a communion service. To 
ome of us who were kneeling when 
ne old year rung out and the new 
shered in—seems like we were assur- 
i—whatever the new year brings, we 
-e Christ’s, and He is ours. 


‘ore Money in Church 

For every dollar American Protest- 
nts brought to church in 1951, they 
sought $1.06 in 1952. The 6 per cent 
ain in giving was reported at the end 

* the year by the stewardship depart- 
‘ent of the National Council of 
fhurches. The average church member 
ave $34.32 last year. It was $32.33 the 
“ar before. 

Since church membership also in- 
reased, churches actually received 10 
er cent more money in 1952. Total in 
" of the major Protestant and Ortho- 
x communions was $1,286,633,160. 
‘United Lutheran offerings reported 

1952 (for calendar year 1951) were 
0.70 per member. Average had been 
“7.67 the year before. Although ULC 
»sntributions were above the Protest- 
t average, 30 denominations reported 
»gher amounts. Highest was $194.79 
member in the Free Methodist 


If offerings get big enough, churches 
i ay be able to get along without bingo. 
essure to legalize bingo was renewed 
iis month as state legislatures opened 
ueir 1953 sessions. Most church bingo 
sponsored by Roman Catholic par- 
es, 

A bill to legalize bingo in Connecti- 
t was introduced in the legislature. 
similar bill was passed in 1951 and 
=toed by the governor... A bingo cru- 
.de is underway in Florida, Iowa, 
-assachusetts. 

Police in San Jose, California, recent- 
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ly ordered church-sponsored bingo sion to the power of the Christian 
games discontinued. They violate state mother and the home, of which she is 
anti-gambling laws. Practically the the center. Speaking on the occasion 


only organized lotteries in California of an Evangelical Week at Cologne, the 


are those operated by church and fra- bishop asserted that in the Soviet-dom- 
ternal groups, said Warren Olney, chief inated East Zone mothers have proven 
counsel of the State Commission on Or- stronger than the state schools in edu- 
ganized Crime. cating their children, and that the fam- 

MOTHER’S INFLUENCE ily’s influence has proven greater than 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, head 


political agitation. He pledged that 


of the Evangelical Church of Germany, the Church in the Soviet Zone will, 


|191191.60|/20717.10|75000.00/21857.50|34870.00|6600.00/1842.00|30305 
|11740.67/32690.56/10991.50|15052.87/3622. wea 1116753 


has recently given significant expres- therefore, continue to defend the integ- 
Chil- 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Total dren’s 
Received Homes 
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Selma, Calif,’ Pella’ Guth. (Sunday (School ,, i. .....2.scccccce+ssvesvesenans oppvowesSasoont 
Edmore, Mich., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 


Morgan, Minn., in memory of Andrew Paulsen of Bethany Luth. Church*| 


Oakland, Calif., Sunday School of Our Savior’s Luth. Church, Christ- 
mas offering TORE Ue Taree EL OMNC Steere ere atcannaserars ctr smccctnss ciseseseseseeneneenes 
Royal, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. Sunday School, Christmas offering Pa 
enmanres WN Ds Nazareth Ut Hee OuiieC Minter ssayerrverenc steams stocscseonenectes 
Laurel, Nebr., Rev. and Mrs. J. HE. Tennesem  ..........ccceecccsceeserecnesvorseepvoeans 
Omaha, Nebr., Pella Luth. Sunday School, birthday money for 1952 ...... 
Kenmare, N. "Dak., Trinity Luth. Sunday Ske aWaYoy tl ae nce bbrcqsatathogsoopcncnicccenononced 
Denmark, Wis., Ed Johnson, Ruth and Esther in memory of Louis =i 
Hansen Pee ae aoe ry carmen came Sep ae on te enaalinese cant Senos «sakes coca sagwaemacnese arsine 
Eugene, Ore., Bethesda Ev. Luth. Church ....... 
Avoca, Ia., the English Luth. Church .............. 
ShelbyaslassUnited, Hvis buthy Me hureh) ae csetwesn.tecccdectascsneucoetnesssectr 
Viborg, S. D., Bethany Sunday School for the three Homes ............. 
Moorhead, Ia., Bethesda Luth. Sunday School for the three Homes ...... 
Coulter, Ia., from friends in memory of Oscar Pedersen ...........:.c:cseceeeeeeees 
Sidney, Mont., Brorson Luth. Church offering at Christmas program ..... 
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Easton, Calif., Immanuel Luth. Sunday School Christmas offering 
Hiaston, (Calif;, —aimmanuel. uth) Missionary Society cicc..ciecccccscevacecsses 


Haston, Calif., Chris P. Fries of Immanuel Church ae ee ea 


Denmark, Wis., Miss Esther lL. Johnson of Our Savior’s Luth. Church.. 
INGOla An ag Sits Palisa Lather Giuie hiker cor peenin actrncse tee ceateet estore ineercetnccunesecc rete 
Viborg, S. D., Spring Valley Luth. Sunday School, Christmas offering 
BNC COntentSVoLe DIT tha ye “DAMS. racccteosncces clecanea ne seen nv cnet cps ccee tone sB-stves sree ates 
Minneapolis, Minn., Twin City Luth. Students Foundation for Rev. Wm. 
ETAT SOT Wein ers cont ap iea ee sers oho Mh, come emg oA eTCU CS etc Se Mao saMUlasiins vs aca uacsemewen deescdseenssndessscee 
Teaneck, \N. J., Lutheran Bible Institute for Rev. Edward A. Hansen.... 
Waukesha, Wis., Chaplain and Mrs. Laurits H. Pedersen ..............::cccc0ecee 
Owatonna, Minn., Our Savior’s Luth. Church , 
1 DUN ERS RSS AO ary ALDp co 1a'ebay hapa bel sme Ol ab Rel alee haymerpeecednoecetee ction baocetacoa aa ac eec acca 
Westby, Mont., Daneville Sunday School Christmas offering and birth- 
EER VBE UEN ey 5 Fete tee: d eee RRP Re Dy AME ee hn Pie Re ae Be eae JRE Fee ona eh Dee 
Fremont, Nebr., First Lutheran Church in memory of members who 
have passed away during 1952** ...... a 
Tomah, Wis., Chaplain L, G. C. Pedersen 
FAME TLON VITO US ae Site mente nese ee neee ine meee ee ee 
Los eoeees Calif., Olivet Luth. Church, additional Thanksgiving offer- 
TOVER. ag gS ach Rares GP ey Bg Set ao AD oi ae Va rm Aap hele Rae ag 
Los Angeles, Calif., Olivet Missionary Society 
Bone Lake Wis., St. Paul’s Luth. Church ......... 
Racine, Wis., Gethsemane Luth. Church ..... 
Denmark, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Easton, Calif., Immanuel Luth. Church ....... 
Haston,eCalif., Rev. OF Maenussen 4e.cccccsct- 
meedleyj~ecalit., Hhenezer Lutha Sunday = Sehook aint) sees oeee cerca 
Kenmare, N. D., Nazareth Luth. Sunday School for the Oaks Home 
Omaha; Nebry, bella: by. arth @hareh) erence: 
JeaEH SL sihely< INS ape RCM okeh oie ali bn MS TONER RO acosenoguybsenncosx-cras: nomen ICeek op eaGoacunen ha SRLS ean 
Ruskin, Nebr., in memory of Mrs. J. Chris sen: Mrs. L. Pe- 
tersen, Mr. and Mrs. C. Laursen, Mr. and Mrs. af M. Jenesn and 
Mirtmands Mrs. Wa, PClLeLSen er, ee ate me MT ee 
Ruskin, Nebr., in memory of Jens Keldsen: Mr. and Mrs. L. Petersen, 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Houtwed, Mr. and Mrs. P. Olsen 
Petaluma, Calif., Elim Luth. Church 
MOCKSOMVINC, = lathe Ladies’ Atd= 3. ciuthe cece een mee ne ee ine ee 
Shennington, Wis., St. Peter’s Ladies’ Aid in memory of Martin Nelson 
CaiclandweCalit mw Our™ SaVvi0r’s, IsUth. oCLUTChi eee eee net teen nn nnn as 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church, Christmas offering 
Cushing Wis. (Cushing "uth. Sunday Schools eat ee 
Laurens, N. Y., Pastor and Mrs. C. C. Kloth in memory of departed 
GOAT HMONCS = stericiesscieectiescsecees 
Clifton, IL, Zion Hv. Luth. 


Trufant, Mich., St. Mhonas Lath, Church c=... eee ie semen ae 
Cushing, Wis., Loyal Workers of First Ey. Luth. Church in memory of 

Mrs. Jefferys in Hngland, mother of Mrs. Marvin Jensen .....ccceec...0.-.-. 
Luverne, N. D., the Lutheran Sunday Scheol, offering at Christmas pro- 

gram and ‘contents of birthday. bank 3... ).hee en) 
Morgan, Minn., Bethany Luth. Church, a special offering 
Des Moines, Ta., Highland Park Luth. Church 
RACING Wikewelaidanwel sLithss Churelay 2.20. cas cue tee eee 
Racine, Wis., Ladies’ Aid of Immanuel Luth. CRUrch ooceccccccccccccecoscccceccccseses 
Racine, Wis., the Kyushu Society of Immanuel Luth. Church. .................... 
Racine, Wis., Sunday School of Immanuel Luth. Church for the Elk 

Horn and Waupaca Homes 


Seen eee weer ewenseeeevooenoes 


94.13]| 


‘q 
rity of the family against all gover 
mental assaults. In America we hat 
not felt the pressure of godless Con 
munism. But other dangerous “isms 
especially secularism, which conscior 
ly or unconsciously tries to run I 
without God, affect us every day. 2 
of the strongest defenses against the 
evil forces is the God-fearing moth 
God strengthen her hand! Her respo; 


sibility matches her privilege in grea 
ness, : 


rae 


Pen- 
School General Home Indian Utah  sior 


Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fun 


sadreemees Weg toriyaetel Deere enters 
100.00] 25.00 


Fea ee 15.0 
25.00) 25.00] ....28 


Stee teeeeeee ll esereee! 


seeeeeeewers | eeeeeeney 


any Home, Waupaca 


- Homes 


soln, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Ladies’ Aid $5 for each of the three 
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5.00 


150.0011. 60... ESN sce ce core 
327.80|| 27.80] 150.00 


TOTAL 


1 $8.00 


(100530.51/|13504.13|35486.72|11797.46|16577. 


5.00 


63.65] 83.36] 


’ ‘ i 
At Morgan, Minn., in memory of Andrew Paulsen: Mrs. Johanne Kjeldgaard and Henry Kjeldgaard $2, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Petersen 
_Mr. nd Mrs. P. Kiergaard and Linda.-Mae $1, Mrs. Nelie Hansen $1, Mr. and Mrs. Sophus Hansen $1, Mr. and Mrs. H. Gegner $1. 


-** Fremont, Nebr., First Luth. Church: Mrs. Dave Nelsen, James Benson, Mrs. Kristence Marie Nelsen, Mrs. Elsie McKeigan, Mrs. 
rvin Sauers, Andrew Jorgensen, Jens Walter Christofferson, H. P. M. Hansen, Mrs. Furstenaw, Wm. Custer 


sen, Mrs. Lewis and Mr. Lovald. Total $70.00. 


BOIAL MISSIONS 


_ PHARMD? FEY ear To Ips ee | 
| SRI TRAGL iccesersd ce Bonen coc seers oa ee | 


Sechild)) Wis. Mr. cand Mrs. "George JOHNSON ........cccccecssseesessseseessoees 
Sano N mae Nazareth Tiith. Church) «...c5.ccc-cyiesssevecseescteonessapsacarens 
| 386 N. D., Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Elliott in memory of Albert 
OMT RR Sects ine MERE cose wRiaaccs oc Pusaieels sPe Cush ouCovessevaavasdavanaad sasaeeaweee 
mmare, N. D., in memory of Albert Stark: Mr. and Mrs. Gren-| 
BvitteSrmuep Mr. and) Mrss Ben. Christianson $2) ......cdsccccsservssscseee 
artevant, Wis., Mt. Pleasant Ladies’ Aid for missionaries’ salaries | 
mmark, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Howard Nelson in memory of Her- 
| SRE -AMAGUSTAS OWI decjx-or cats soe eae Cee tape Re ED EET ECR eee eae | 
mmark, Wis., Mrs. Geo. Jorgensen and Burnell for Luth. Welfare | 
MmEKCMIOmy we Ots ENGCIIaTt | ATIGMELSOM 9 iincctecestesossdesavtisceyusestshneedeediguaitacsictess 
pane; (Wis.,, Our, Savior’s uth, Sunday School . .......ssissescsercesseeres 
elby, Ia., United Hv. Luth. Church for 1952 $21, for 1953 $56.80.. 
Ppsbead las Bethesda Sunday ) SCHOO 2 i.......ccsvetescsenenticvacnectoscecossesdes 
Wert Lea, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Sorensen and Alice ... ane 
smiveriea. ss Doliver WGuths (Church oi. ie.btcccsccscctessevsstebecssenes 

wdova, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Church ........ , 
rrmington, Minn., Farmington Luth. Church 
BEN CDR mr rs ta tain YC WUT CNY er cecscr, cares supe cvetunseaveoneoeaptieocasspses or nconreeae 
eston, Calif., Immanuel Luth. Sunday School for ,,Sholladhu,‘’ now 
Esai ToD Yager IVE LTO Y Be pees eee 5c psy sd ena See cece cs Se cnes s Weoidioe'sap Sevoees Acovsecescsouesess 
luma, Calif., the Fred A. Hansen family in memory of C. W. 
CHIGUE SISTRU - eeyenpee ane oO eee oe oP on eet oer eet or ee ee ea ee er 
BRP CRVY Sener. eum: MIS. INCITS GOORIN ween 5. .cckc cncdecsesosssorstereseverevevessstvndens 
Raneapolis, Minn., Dr. and Mrs. Silas, Andersen  .....céici..ccascssosesncsseeesess 
tmlin, Ia., Hamlin Luth. Sunday School for Dr. Winther .... 
mukesha, Wis., Chaplain and Mrs. Laurits H. Pedersen ... 
stbrook, Me., Tabitha Society of Trinity Luth. Church 
Llispel, Fae Mr. and Mrs. P. N. Holst in memory of Mrs. 
SPE ISN: CLM PRE aces MAE, ve Sve s oe ace vest SN RG Wala dlaaes woos aae one eRe seve Caweee 
wyal, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. Ladies’ Aid 


South 


, Peter Fahk, Carl Erik 


Lath. 
Total Japan Amer, Santal Sudan Jewish China World 


Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Action 


73278.29|/8073.65|10716.43|5473.43/9311.25|/462.61| 104.01[88764.51| 372.50 
eae (Sie) 


76565.09|/878890{11273.08|5638.08|9853.65/474.91] 109.01/40054.96 372.50 


MAME SOU TAT EIA ee SPREE altos ot as, Soe teicc ac dale «a osu ontin ydedener asters 

Angeles, Calif., Olivet Missionary Society 

Pee em Wilts stemmed SSIES) AIG asics scgensascos-oseuennvstigpcncnseaise 3 
ne Lake, Wis., St. Paul’s Luth. Church, Christmas offering ........ 

Bie Se OU Pe Sar Ole s. Lalli (OM UITCHIG:....-52.<-.ccrderececcorsetcstessoccusrsnsnss 
ene ait Trimanuel Eith,  CHULPCH .o....cs.ccnpeonscosesescssscccoseevsssosesodevesane 
ston, Calif.,.a number of friends in memory of Mrs. Wiemken ..... 
sston, Calif., Donald Rosendahl in memory of Mrs. Wiemken ........ 
sston, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Rosendahl in memory of Mrs. 

SESE ESCO LNs eRe ramen oem A, aces «ax panne scidwadesertw sod dsnetanssoas Ven sectiesesodesecsss 
elas GeLnisemMleimem IIT OO DUTCH) iow iree cass 2 opeisseeronsnsesscdezseavterssaccedennses 
mmare, N. D., Nazareth Luth. Sunday School offering ................... 
Bie DI a Ola EV lallbble (© AIR CT 0 20 5e 225 <0 .8< cence acesscosesscosevencssrssacsnness 
SeemiomemiebDE., Misc Bidna’ Ay JeMSEM sivcccncccsesscosecereserardsncestnas¥enedeseraseess 
DermainiaemC lae a AOL gars LA ot GOUIPCI) erecee costes cnsv enor se vepseuetnads Sustesensaalesenesnss 
SE aCe Iii een OLOT Mm CUITISLCTISOM onan qaateesciesesiesanscccnasantessateetiescvennesssoness | 
Peer iuea. ee Miainn.. 9 Miarsae Milt * FISD DY roe. ieni. cesansecanacovenies tae rqeomaosteenerepeanasensi 
fanceVVis (Cushing Muth, Sunday School  .......2....c.cccccesssscocccerreonsesans | 
Pere ichow Ste Leomas “uth, Church  ...........ccssassessccssspensssvetnswereeesns 
averne, N. D., Mr: and Mrs. Chris Madsen .......:.......-0..::csdusssssersssessees 
scine, Wis., the Fellowship Society of Immanuel. Luth. Church 
»cine, Wis., the Kyushu Society of Immanuel Luth. Church ............ 
scine, Wis., Sunday School of Immanuel Luth. Church ................. 
Bee VES |e LIPMOSt IO.) CUCL SEM (oct yecsecetcacewsssencenscvesvercceeerscccetasnancenesssacnses 
“ksonville, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. Sunday School Christmas offering 
Berea (ype Ss) MSY clo WV ICICI Ose... <focefee date se ncenoncaveossesarsctecessvienesusiesacvenss | 
sdubon, Ia., King’s Daughters of Our Savior’s Luth. Church, a 

OSC EH Saaqe qmel Gh Tiyonkbaichiay) shay een ohels | 8 Seeley Beceeeono ror copes oa oeernecenre ee 
mrtland, Ore., Bethany Luth. Sunday School, Luth. World Action 

UMNO DUG AT Op eEOT acl Oy SeeG OS. OO) Macieessecvacceervvessaqegmocersegusbiecnegesesss 
mrel, Nebr., Gethsemane Luth. Sunday School ft 
caper refund by Miss Maya  Wanther s2.-.......cidacesatcumecesescernBacsdaecerenetens 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL DRIVE 
Dana Church 
Total Building Exten- 
Received Fund sion Fd. 


sviously acknowledged ............ a ete 195112.41|[117199.15|77913.26 
istbrook, Maine, Tabitha Society of ................ | 
Tirikaitiny Goaonelils UKM DU Cel Cece anc cere capoetbase | 10.00 
PROMYIMOUS SILC resis ne cause coravins conse rere 100.00 
fine, Wis.;!the Fellowship Society of] ................ 
smmanuel Luth’.* Church™.......0.2-.2.... 50:00 
icine, Wis.,-,the Ladies’ Aid of Im-|..........0..° 
Iaamuel Guth? “Chtrchrt £3.40. ju5-)-4-5- ~ 100.00 
pine, Wis. the Kyushu Society of | -............ 
immanue! Luts *Churcht .3...0. eyo 50.00]| 25.00 25.00 


Total [195422.41|/117374.15/7804.26 


DISABILITY BENEFIT FUND 


IPFEVIOUSLVS  ACKMOWICOL EG: Ge eeicec: cere sedrsssescen causa efsiicnenemctessaetee sense $690.84 
PATS MEATLOMUYV IMO USS SULLY sake Sctetcesiacaos aa evaee te meatnee ee serwace ayn Seitnersenesecueanterees 25.00 
MosaAnveles|, Calit,, Olivet Missionarya SOCICtys ee nccssccascesorssss> 20.00 


Received with thanks. 


Blair, Nebr., Jan. 6th, 1953 


Total $735.84 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 
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By the Risers 


& 


Ba by lees 


Gifteen Seumons Ly ‘Kai Munk 


TRANSLATED BY JOHN M. JENSEN 


By the Rivers of Babylon is a selection of fifteen sermons of the 
famous Danish martyr, Kaj Munk. 

Kaj Munk was a poet and dramatist, but he was nevertheless, al- 
ways the preacher, a man who trusted firmly in Jesus Christ, and who 
dedicated all his work to God in prayer. 

These sermons follow the texts of the Church Year and the Sun- 
days on which the sermons were preached are indicated. They start 
with the first Sunday after Easter and continue into several Sundays in 
the Advent season. The author had not headed his sermons with any 
themes. The titles chosen are those of the translator. 

These sermons in their striking and provocative form and with 
their incisive message, should become a part of every pastor’s and lay- 
man’s library. 

Maroon cloth binding with jacket, size 542 x 8 inches, 148 pages 
Price, $1.50 


Alone With God 


By C. Skovgaard-Petersen 
Translated by C. C. Kloth 

This is an edifying essay to be highly commended. The author de- 
clares that the richest life is the one in which the art of being alone with 
God has been well learned; that the whole life of Jesus on earth was a life 
in heaven because He was always alone with God. He gives a number of 
practical suggestions as to how to cultivate the art of being alone with 
God. In this hectic age, it is an urgent necessity to put into practice the 
message of this booklet. 

For many years, the author of this booklet has been the leading 
exponent of popular Bible interpretation and a deep searcher of the gol- 
den mine of God’s word and Christian soul life. This is a fine translation 
and is worthwhile reading for both young and old. Paper binding, size 
51% x 8 inches, 16 pages. (L-97) 

Price, 30 cents 


Sutheran Publ ishing Hous 


200 SOUTH FIFTH STREET 


ill BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


good 


January 19, 195 


CHRISTMAS IN RETROSPECT 
(Concluded from page 4) 


accepted the teaching concernin 
God and Christ.” 

The tragic thing is that we so littl 
realize that the Gospel is the ree 
curb to evil and the chief sponsor o 
the best in our midst. Those wh 
visit heathen countries today realiz 
this better than we do. Read th 
new book, “Scalpel and Cross” b; 
Skinsness for a convincing present 
ation of the difference the Gospe 
makes in the very makeup ant 
thinking of society. Or listen to ar 
American who had this experience 
some years ago and tells us: “On 
has to live for a time in a non-Chris 
tian land, become acquainted with 
family life unhallowed by the Gos 
pel; watch the plight of women; se 
what cruelties are inflicted withou' 
compunction; find vices which occu 
rarely and only among the most de 
generate of our population accepte 
as matters of course; breathe an a 
mosphere unvitalized by the Gospe 
to appreciate what Christianity ha 
done.” 

The biggest blessing of the coming 
of Christ is, of course, in lifting the 
curse of the law and its condemna 
tion. “There is therefore, now nd 
condemnation to them that are i 
Christ Jesus.” But this other side 
the present difference in the ve 
circumstances that surround uw. 
where Christ has come, we ough 
not to overlook. Only where Chris 
comes does the devil begin to retrea 
because he has met his match. “Ge 
thee hence, Satan.” Your thanks anc 
mine should ever rise to God be 
cause He took time into His hand: 
and at the right time sent Christ t 
make both a temporal and an eter 
nal difference. 


eS EE eee 


One of the things in which we clergy 
have failed our people most is in ou 
failure to teach them how to be quie 
and to understand the joy of inwar 
silence. 


ae A. , Studdey, Kennedl 


‘ 


orn 6 , snanni0d 
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